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the other artificers heretofore sent, is to engage to serve for five years after
his arrival at ninety pounds per annum, in full for wages, diet money and
all other allowances whatever.
42.    On the Kent will be sent the only few articles which can at present
be procured for casting shot and consist of three iron cylinders, two pair of
double chambered bellows and six pair of shot moulds of one pounder.
43.    The Lapwing being fitted out as an advice vessel only, upon her
arrival therefore we leave it to your discretion in concert with the President
and Council of Fort St. George to return her to England if wanted for the
like purpose, to employ her, or dispose of her in such manner as shall be
found most for the Company's interest; as she is employed on this occasion,
no goods are shipped on our account, but we have put on board five hundred
ounces of foreign silver for her use in the voyage, in case she shall be under
the necessity of touching at any port, for which Captain Griffin is to be
accountable to you; we enclose an inventory of the Lapwing, together with
every thing belonging to her, the account of the charges of the outset, the
contract of the mariners with the account of their respective wages,  the
manifest of private trade licensed to be shipped, the copy of the instructions
to the commander and all other necessary papers.
44.    The ship Kent, one of our ships bound to Bombay with a cargo for
that  Presidency,   is   ordered   to   proceed   first   to   Bengal   to   accommodate
Lord Clive, his family and attendants with a passage, as also Messrs. Sumncr
and Sykes two of the Council; as soon therefore as the said passengers and
their baggage are landed, as also any consignments for your Presidency, you
are to give the commander orders to make the best of his way to Bombay,
his original consigned port.
^45. We have so repeatedly complained of the great inconvenicncies
arising to us from the want of the General Books of your Presidency, that we
could not have apprehended it would be necessary for us to say any thing
further upon the subject, but we cannot help renewing our remonstrances on
observing by your Consultations of the 27th June 1763 that the General
Books to April 1759 only were then balanced and delivered to the
Sub-Accountant.
46,    It is a matter of concern as well as surprize to us that when we had
the greatest reason to expect your General Books compleat to April 1762, we
should find them as far behind as they were two years ago ; and here we
doubt not but you will condemn yourselves  for  having  suffered  so  long
Mr. Magee's delay in finishing the General Books when you had given him
an allowance of Arcot Rupees 2500 per annum solely for this purpose.   But
as we now find you have appointed your Sub-Accountant with the same
distinct allowance for compleating the three remaining sets of books, we
hope they will be expedited as much as possible, for we need not observe to
you that it must be in some measure reproachful to us as well as yourselves
that we should not be able to examine into the general or particular state
of the accounts of so important a Presidency.
47.   We have further reason to complain that your other books have been
by no means regularly and perfectly transmitted, but as we apprehend that
the ^business of the several offices will not now be retarded for want of a